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Nordic Federation of General Practice

Report of the Chairman of NFGP

2006 has been another important year in NFGP’s history.   
NFGP now has more than 11.000 members!

From the beginning of 2007 “Norsk forening for allmennmedisin” (NFA) has undertaken the share of NSAM in NFGP.  From January 2007 NFA is replacing NSAM as the national college in Norway. On behalf of NFGP, I would like to thank NSAM for all contributions to the former SJPHC and present NFGP.  I very much welcome NFA as the new and equal partner in NFGP, and I am sure that that NFA will fully contribute to the continuation of our good Nordic cooperation. With NFA the Norwegian collective membership of NFGP, approximately 4,400 members, has increased with over 3,000. This increases the strength of NFGP and hopefully our impact on crucial matters.

For the first time the Nordic congress will be arranged as a part of NFGP 

We are all looking forward to the 15th Nordic Congress of General Practice in Reykjavik in June. This is the first congress under the umbrella of NFGP. The congress seems to be very well planned, with an exciting program scientifically as well as socially. I hope that many colleagues will participate in this congress and I also hope that the Nordic congresses in the coming years will prove to be a central part of Nordic GPs’ educational program.

The congress working party in NFGP, NKAM, has worked out an ideological framework during the last year, proclaiming the aims for the coming Nordic congresses.  

A new working party within NFGP?

At the last general meeting we discussed the possibility of including the Quality Development Group of Nordic GPs (NORKVAL) in NFPG. I will invite members of NORKVAL to a meeting in Reykjavik for further discussions. Among others, these questions will be on the agenda: What will be the aims of NORKVAL, what should be the procedure of appointment of the members, and what will be the formal position of the group? I hope all members of the Executive Board will have the opportunity to participate in this meeting.

“New deal” with T&F

The most important task last year has been the negotiations with Taylor & Francis.  After The General Meeting in April 2006 there has been a meeting between NFGP (Stavdal, Kragstrup, Brix) and Taylor & Francis (Sørlie) and very intense negotiations by e-mail.

The final contract was accepted 11 August 2006 and approved by all members of the Executive Board of NFGP. The contract was signed on 14 September 2006.

The contract fulfils the requirements from The General Meeting of NFGP 2006:

· A model that offers free and open electronic access for all editions of SJPHC from day one on PubMed. 

· Lower price of the collective subscriptions and from 2008 possibility to reduce the 

· number of printed versions and subsequent the price for subscription.
-   Unaltered royalty of 500,000 NOK to NFGP plus 3 NOK per collective member. 
· Agreement of advertisements negotiated continuously between T&F and the Editor-in-Chief. 

Some starting problems occurred in connection with this year’s first issue.  The problems seem to have been solved at the time of writing this.

In accordance with the decision at the last General Meeting, this year’s meeting is planned with one overnight stay instead of two, and the meeting closes at lunchtime Saturday.

The chairmen of the Nordic colleges have decided to have a meeting Thursday evening as well.
This way of organizing the meetings will save money for NFGP compared with the arrangements made previous years. Nevertheless, I hope that the meeting will be rewarding, also as far as the social programme is concerned.

Welcome, all of you, to what I hope will become fruitful discussions and nice company in Copenhagen in April.

Anna Stavdal

Chairman of NFGP

