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Editor-in-Chief’s report (1 April 2010 to 1 April 2011) for the Scandinavian Journal of Primary Health Care 

This is my last report as Editor-in-Chief and an opportunity to thank a number of persons for help and cooperation since I started the job in January 2004. My co-editors, present and former, have done a very important job and been good company!  Lise Stark has been the dedicated, efficient and excellent editorial secretary for more than 7 years – we both stop by the end of June this year.  A warm thank you also goes to Nordic Federation of General Practice (NFGP) for developing an economic framework and the organisation which will make it possible for the Journal to be a platform for Nordic GP research in the future.  We have had an excellent collaboration with our publisher (Taylor & Francis/Informa).

Editorial group

In 2010 Johann Sigurdsson stopped as national editor, and Petur Petursson stopped as assistant editor for Iceland.  Thank you very much to them both for their services.  Johann was one of the founding editors of the Journal and has worked on the editorial board for almost 28 years.  Historical continuity, dedication and a good singing voice will be among the losses for the editorial group.  The new national editor for Iceland is Emil L Sigurdsson, and Kristjan Gudmundsson has become assisting national editor.  Hans Thulesius was appointed as new national editor for Sweden, after the death of Anders Håkansson in January.  Cecilia Björkelund did the job for a period – thank you, Cecilia!  Cecilia still acts as assisting national editor.  The other editors have not changed in the period: Peter Vedsted (Denmark, national editor), Thomas Drivsholm (Denmark, assistant editor), Helena Liira (Finland, national editor), Markku Timonen (Finland, assistant editor), Anders Bærheim (Norway, national editor), and Morten Lindbæk (Norway, assistant editor).  

The Journal

The production of the paper version was on schedule in 2010.  The Internet version of the Journal has been published well in advance of the paper version.

Previously paper copies were sent to all members of the Nordic societies, but today very few members receive the paper version.  In recent years the Internet version has become our main platform.  It now functions with open access to the full text version, and it is fully integrated with direct access from search tools such as PubMed.  The content of each issue is announced by email to all members of the Nordic societies.

The number of new manuscripts received in 2010 was slightly lower (139) than the previous years ((150-160 in the period 2006-9). This may be an effect of the new author’s fee or just random variation (we have received more than 50 new manuscripts in the first 3 months of 2011).   The total acceptance/rejection rate for articles from the Nordic countries was more or less unchanged from previous years. 

In recent years the importance of a journal’s impact factor (JIF) has increased.  The latest JIF (for 2009, released in the summer 2010) was 2.2 (up from 1.7 in 2008).  Some variation must be expected but the ambition is to keep the JIF of SJPHC in the range of 1.5-2.5 and close to the JIF of comparable journals such as Br J Gen Pract and Fam Pract. 

Economy and contract with publisher (Informa)

Total expenses for the editorial office were in line with the budget in 2010. 

The change into an open access web journal has led to major savings for the Nordic societies for general practice, but the paper version is still of economic value because paper copies are sold to subscribers such as libraries, universities and other institutions.

The new contract (from 2010) makes it possible for the Nordic Federation of General Practice to regulate the royalty paid to SJPHC each year (and consequently the payments to the publisher from the Nordic societies).  The payment from the societies was reduced significantly in 2010.  The new contract with the publisher has been financially satisfactory in 2010 and expenses for the Nordic societies may be further reduced next year. 

Based on the new contract we have started to ask for an author’s fee (1000 Euro), if the first author of an article is not a member of one of the Nordic societies.  The system has only been in use for a relatively short period (the first articles of 2010 were submitted before the rule had been announced), but it has been acceptable for those who have been charged until now.  The net income from the fee was not very significant in 2010, but is likely to increase in 2011.

The collaboration between the editorial office and Informa has been excellent in the past year, and if problems have occurred they have been efficiently solved.  Only one problem exists: In the new contract with Informa it was agreed that the publisher must make a copy of SJPHC accessible on PubMed Central (a free archive for life science journals established by NIH).  This involves some work with recoding of articles and some administrative work to pass formalities.  The publisher has not managed to do this in 2010.  The PubMed Central database is a secure long-term platform for our Journal and makes it less difficult to change publisher if this is needed sometime in the future.  Fulfilment of this part of the contract should be a focus of our meetings with Informa in 2011!

Meetings 

Editorial meetings in 2009 were held in April (Copenhagen) and November (Iceland).  The meeting in Iceland was very productive and enjoyable.  The Copenhagen meeting was impeded by volcanic ash and flight cancellations.  The Editor-in-Chief had a meeting with the publisher (Håkan Pårup) in Stockholm in February 2011, and the director of NFGP met Håkan Pårup in Copenhagen in January 2011.  A liaison meeting between the publisher, members of the NFGP board and the new Editor-in-Chief may be scheduled during the Nordic Congress in Norway.
Odense, March 2011

Jakob Kragstrup

Editor-in-Chief
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