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Editor-in-Chief’s report (1 January 2009 to 1 April 2010) for the Scandinavian Journal of Primary Health Care 

Editorial group
Our Swedish National Editor Anders Håkansson died at the beginning of 2010. 
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Anders became an editor of the SJPHC in 2000.  He started his career as a researcher in primary health care in Växjo in the County of Småland and later became reader and professor of general practice at Lunds University, Malmø.  Anders Håkansson was also well known to all Swedish GPs as Chief Editor of AllmänMedicin, the Swedish national journal of primary health care, in the period 1987-2000 and as a Medical Editor of Läkartidningen, the main Swedish journal of medicine.  Anders was a very important member of our editorial board and a friend, who we will miss at our meetings.
The former Assistant Editor for Sweden, Cecilia Björkelund, has taken over the work as national editor until a new editor is formally appointed.  The other editors have not changed in the period: Peter Vedsted (Denmark, National Editor), Thomas Drivsholm (Denmark, Assistant Editor), Helena Liira (Finland, National Editor), Markku Timonen (Finland, Assistant Editor), Johann Sigurdsson (Iceland, National Editor), Petur Petursson (Iceland, Assistant Editor), Anders Bærheim (Norway, National Editor), and Morten Lindbæk (Norway, Assistant Editor).  

I would like to thank the national editors and assisting national editors.  Lise Stark has handled the editorial office excellently in 2009 – like previous years. 

New Editor-in-Chief from 2011

Jakob Kragstrup has announced that he will stop as Editor-in-Chief (in connection with the congress in Tromsø).  A new editor must be found before next general assembly in the spring 2011.
The Journal
In the period, the internet version of the Journal has been published well in advance of the paper version and has functioned with open access to the full text version.  Informa, our publisher, has changed internet site in 2009 and given the pages a facelift.  Open access has functioned well on the new site – but for some reason Informa will not close the old site and we have (on and off) had problems with the access on that site.  Problems have been solved fast, but are irritating since the web-journal is our main publication. 

The interaction with databases, such as PubMed, appears to function well.  From January 2010 we have a new contract with Informa and they are working on getting SJPHC into open access platforms outside Informa.

Publication of the paper version has been on time.  Not all members of the Nordic societies receive the paper version – but all have free access to the net version.  The content has been announced by email to members.

Production schedule

The production schedule for 2009 has been followed.   

Economy

Expenses for the editorial office were in line with the budget. 
Number of manuscripts

The number of manuscripts received in 2009 was 10% higher than the previous year.  The increase was primarily due to an increase in the number of manuscripts from non-Nordic countries.  The total acceptance/rejection rate for articles from the Nordic countries was more or less the same. 
Journal impact factor (JIF)

The latest JIF (for 2008, released in the summer 2009) was 1.7 (down from 1.9 in 2007).  The ambition is to keep the JIF of SJPHC close to comparable journals such as British J General Practice and Family Practice (range 1.5-2). 

Contract with publisher
We have negotiated a new contract with the publisher (Informa Healthcare) for 2010 and 2011.  The new contract makes it possible to regulate the royalty paid to SJPHC each year.  

The accounts for 2009 show royalties which include a prepayment to be used for editorial work with the web-version of the journal in 2010 and 2011.  This prepayment will reduce coming costs for the societies of general practice.  The collaboration with our contact persons at Informa has been excellent. It is, however, a very big organisation and communication within the publisher’s organisation appears to be long and difficult (problems with money transfers, typesetting etc). 

Meetings 
Editorial meetings in 2009 were held in April (Copenhagen) and November (London).  At the meeting in London, the editors were invited to the editorial offices of BMJ for a very educational event.

Odense, April 2010

Jakob Kragstrup
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