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Editor-in-Chief’s report (1 January to 31 December 2008) for the Scandinavian Journal of Primary Health Care 
I would like to thank the national editors and assistant national editors.  They do a lot of unpaid work for academic general practice!  Lise Stark has handled the editorial office excellently in 2008 – like previous years. 
Meetings 
Editorial meetings in 2008 were held in April (Copenhagen) and November (Bergen).

Editorial group
Annelli Sandbæk and Elise Kosunen have both left the editorial group since last meeting.  Elise, who was Finnish national editor, has been appointed chairwoman of the Finnish Association of General Practice, and Annelli needed to give priority to other tasks after several years as Danish national editor.  I wish to thank both for their good work and good company at editorial meetings!  The present editors are: Peter Vedsted (Denmark, national editor), Thomas Drivsholm (Denmark, assistant editor), Helena Varonen (Finland, national editor), Markku Timonen (Finland, assistant editor), Johann Sigurdsson (Iceland, national editor), Petur Petursson (Iceland, assistant editor), Anders Bærheim (Norway, national editor), Morten Lindbæk (Norway, assistant editor), Anders Håkansson (Sweden, national editor) and Cecilia Björkelund (Sweden, assistant editor).  Welcome to Helena and Peter!
The Journal
In 2008 the internet version of the Journal has been published well in advance of the paper version and has functioned with open access to the full text version.  The interaction with databases, such as PubMed, appears to function well. 
Not all members of the Nordic societies receive the paper version – but all have free access to the net version.  The content has been announced by email to members (this appears to function well in some countries, but may need to be developed).

Production schedule

The production schedule for 2008 has been followed.  
Economy

Expenses for the editorial office were in line with the budget. 
Number of manuscripts

The number of manuscripts received in 2008 was a few percent higher than the previous year.  The increase was primarily due to an increase in the number of manuscripts from non-Nordic countries.  The total acceptance/rejection rate for articles from the Nordic countries was more or less the same. 
Journal impact factor (JIF)

The latest JIF (for 2007, released in the summer 2008) was 1.9 (up from 1.2 in 2006).  The ambition is to keep the JIF of SJPHC close to comparable journals such as British J General Practice and Family Practice (range 1-2). JIF is of increasing importance for those working within academic general practice (funding and academic competition with other specialities).
Contract with publisher
The publisher (Informa Healthcare) was informed in 2008 that we wish to terminate the present contract by the end of 2009. A new way of publishing the journal must be decided in 2008. The chairwoman of NFGP Anna Stavdal and I have had contact to 3 publishers about a new contract (including Informa). The board of NFGP will need to make decisions about a new contract at the spring meeting in Copenhagen.  

The accounts for 2008 show royalties to NFGP which matches the budget.  The collaboration with the publisher has been without any major problems. 
March 2009
Jakob Kragstrup
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