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Icelandic health care structure

• One national hospital serving the whole country

• Redundancy of private specialists (with exeptions) many of 
those work part time at the hospital

• Weak primary care 16% of medical work force are general 
practitioners

• No referral system or referral obligation

• Primary care centrally organised by State 

• GP´s on fixed salary with little influence on management

• Recruitment problems



The Icelandic College of GP´s

• Fighting for doctor wages and terms. Strike 2014-15!

• Campaigning for reform in primary care

• Our agenda has been the Norwegian model

• Fighting for a chance to manage our own PCU

• Politicians ambivalent

• Conflict of interest with private specialists

• Struggling to fund GP´s specialist training

• Struggling for funding primary care

• New regulation: Subspecialities (geriatry and rural medicine)

• Arranging thr Nordic congress next year
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Primary care reform implemented 2016-17

• 3 PCU´s on public auction

• Bidding process complicated and hurried

• Funding impaired..unaccepteble?

• Service requirement document

• Financing model: Capitisation, disease burden, quality 
indicators

• Interest among GP´s somewhat low

• 3 bidders one rejected one most likely also rejected



Hugmyndafræðin

• Í skilgreiningu Evrópudeildar Alþjóðasambands 
heimilislæknafélaga (Wonca Europe 2005) segir m.a.um 
sérkenni Heimilislæknisfræði/heimilislækninga (Discipline and 
Specialty of General Practice/Family Medicine)

• Þangað leitar fólk fyrst eftir læknisþjónustu. Öllum er heimill 
ótakmarkaður aðgangur. 

• Þar eru fjármunir heilbrigðisþjónustunnar nýttir á hagkvæman 
hátt með samstarfi við aðrar sérgreinar og annað fagfólk

• Persónuleg nálgun að einstaklingnum og fjölskyldunni

• Samskipti sem verða með tímanum að persónulegu sambandi

• Sérstakar aðferðir við ákvarðanatöku byggða á nýgengi og 
algengi sjúkdóma í samfélaginu.

http://www.nordicgp2017.is/

http://www.woncaeurope.org/Web documents/European Definition of family medicine/Definition 2nd ed 2005.pdf
http://www.nordicgp2017.is/
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